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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT ACCOMPANYING 
REQUEST FOR CONTINUED EXAMINATION 

Commissioner for Patents-Mail Stop RCE 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §1.56 and §§1.97- 
1 .98, and more particularly in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1 .97(b), Applicants hereby 
cites the following references: 



No. 


Date 


Name 


6,327,357 


December 2001 


Meek et al. 


6,148,070 


November 2000 


Meek et al. 


5,903,639 


May 1999 


Lipchock et al. 


5,818,919 


October 1 998 


Berberich, Jr. et al. 


5,768,358 


June 1998 


Venier et al. 


5,537,464 


July 1996 


Lewis et al. 


5,524,142 


June 1996 


Lewis et al. 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1. 97(g), (h), this Information Disclosure Statement 
is not to be construed as a representation that a search has been made and is not to be 



construed to be an admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, 



material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 

By submitting this Statement, Applicant is attempting to fully comply with the duty 
of candor and good faith mandated by 37 C.F.R. §1 .56. As such, this Statement is not 
intended to constitute an admission that any of the enclosed references, or other 
information referred to therein, constitutes "prior art" or is otherwise "material to 
patentability," as that phrase is defined in 37 C.F.R. §1. 56(a). 

These references were cited in previous corresponding patents, and were earlier 
cited in an IDS filed May 20, 2004, which did not make it to the correct PTO file. 
Therefore, the references are being cited again herewith. This application is a 
continuation application of U.S. Serial No. 10/319,428, now issued as U.S. Patent No. 
6,731,736, filed December 13, 2003, issued on May 4, 2004 which is a continuation of 
U.S. Application Serial No. 09/940,568, filed August 28, 2001, issued as U.S. Patent 
No. 6,516,057, which is a continuation of U.S. Application Serial No. 09/544,579, filed 
April 6, 2000, issued as U.S. Patent No. 6,327,357, which is a continuation of U.S. 
Patent Application Serial No. 08/887,027, filed July 2, 1997, issued as U.S. Patent No. 
6,148,070. 

Applicants respectfully request that the listed documents be made of record in 
the present case. 



Dated: September 25, 2007 
BRINKS HOFER GILSON & LIONE 
P.O. Box 10395 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 
(312) 321-4200 




Attorney for Applicants 
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